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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections rjjfj USC § 1.03 
1 1 The text of those sections of Title 35,jU.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. : 

2. Claims 1-11, 13 and 15 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lepage et al. (US 6,457,265) in view of Saillet et al. (US 6,938,362). 
Lepage '265 discloses a sports boot for.gliding boards such as snowboard or skates, 
comprising a first part in a first material (rigid core 1 & 2, made from polyurethane with a 
shore hardness of 64) and a second part superposed on said first part and a second 
material (supple parts 1 1 & 12 made of polyurethane with shore hardness of 54) 
covering at least partially the rigid core, and reinforcement means (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, & 
10), wherein the reinforcement means are at least partly formed by at least one frame in 
synthetic material internally reinforced With mineral or synthetic fibers positioned at least 
partially between said parts: (see colum^i 3, lines $8-67 and column 4, lines 1-5). See 
Figures 1-3 embodiments. Lepage does not.appear to disclose the mineral or synthetic 
fibers being embedded in a matrix. Saillet discloses a reinforcement for a boot, wherein 
one of the layers of said sandwich structure is made of a composite material based on 

r ; 

woven or nonwoven fib#rs included in a n^|i|||Wherein: the fitMrs comprise a member 
selected from the group consisting of the following materials: carbon fibers, glass fibers, 
metallic fibers, natural and #18111 textile fiplli and mixtures of such materials; the 
mat|i| comprises a member selected from the group consisting of the following 
materials: epoxy, polyester, and phenolic resins; thermoplastics, including polyamides, 
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polyurethanes, polyolefins, and mixtures of such materials; and the core of the 

i 

j i 

sandwich structure comprises a member selectjed from the group consisting of the 
following materials: a lyMhej^foam, wood and a' honeycomb structure, to improve the 
torsional stiffness, efficiency, durability,,' lightness, cost, foot protection, and industrial 
workability, therefore, it Would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the reinforcement means of Lepage from a 
thermoplastic matrix as taught by Saillet to improve the torsional stiffness, efficiency, 
durability, lightness, cost, foot protection, and industrial workability and yield only 
predictable results. "[I]f a technique hais been used to improve one device, and a 

■ j' i 

person of ordinary skill in the art would irecogniie that it would improve similar devices 

;< 'i : 

[ > ; 

!' 1 : 

in the same way, using the technique is obvious unless its actual application is beyond 
that person's skill." KSR.Int'l v. Teleflex : lnc.-M7 S.Ct. 1740, 82 USPQ2d 1396 (2007). 
With respect to claim 2,' see column 2, lines 63-64. 

With respect to claims 3-6, see column 3, lines 58-67 and column4, lines 1-5. 

With respect to claim 13, note frame/supports (6 & 9), which extends above the 
heel and obliquely toward the bottom and the front of each side of the rigid core. 
Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) asjbeing unpatentable over Lepage-Saillet 
as applied to claim 1 above, and furtheii in vjewjof Basso (US 2001/0018805). Lepage- 
Saillet as described above discloses alt the limitations of the claims except for the rigid 
core comprising a frame (17) extending transversely under the rigid core, between heel 
and toe, and obliquely rearward, on each side of the rigid core. Basso discloses a boot 
with a frame extending transversely under the bore, between heel and toe, and 
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obliquely rearward, on each side of theicore, which will provide high forward bending 
inertia, and low lateral bending inertia desirable; in snbwboarding boots. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordipary skiil in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a frame to the sports boot of Lepage '265 as taught by Basso to 
provide 'high forward bending inertia, and low lateral bending inertia. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 07/1 2/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Contrary to Applicant's argument the reinforcement means are 
positioned at least partially between said first and second parts as much as the 
reinforcement means (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; & 10) are located between (shared by) the first 
part (hgid core 1 & 2) artd sjecbnd part (supple parts 11 & 12) as shown in Figures 3 and 

4 - ; : : ■ . i ;: -I : : 

I. . 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL.; Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

! ■ 

;; : i • ; 

policy as set forth in37CFR 1:136(a) J jj j ; 

A shortened statutory period for reply, to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the;date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 GFR 1.136(a) Will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 

. j 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date Of this final 'action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jila M. lii/lohandesi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4558! The examiner can formally Ibe reached oh Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00 (EST). 
If attempts to reach theexaminer by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached en (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 

.;'.!'!■ 

the organization where this application br proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

'f . > 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information; Retrieval (PAIR); system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

. '. . I: I 
Status information for unpublished applications! is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see ; http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private FAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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